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There is a saying          that the place called Ghost Ranch  in New Mexico  

got its name   because each night after dark,   

its fossils come out of the ground       to play. 

     No one has really seen this happen,  of course.  But if there were such a thing 

as a dinosaur ghost,   the red and green hills  of this beautiful ranch  

would be filled with them.   Hundreds of Coelophysis (SEEL-oh-FIE-sis) dinosaurs 

perished together here,  in a tangle of necks, tails, arms, and legs.  

And for years   scientists have been haunted   by the question:   

Why did so many little dinosaurs die   at Ghost Ranch?   

     To begin to answer that question,   we must go back in time  

to the summer of 1947,   when a scientist made a spectacular find. 
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